THE    STAB    IN    THE    BACK

in a people inspired by a sacred loyalty, marked
the end of the German-Soviet Polish war. Poland
for the moment lies prostrate. But as Poland's
Ambassador in London, Count E. Raczynski, said
in his broadcast speech at the beginning of the
conflict:

'Poland's spirit will not break down under
the strain. She is going to remain faithful to her
traditions and her Allies whatever happens and
however the fortunes of war may vary. . . *
Since ist September my country has been in-
cessantly battered by practically the whole
German Army and continuously bombed by its
entire air force. The losses suffered by Poland
in territory and economic resources are certainly
great, and owing to the crushing superiority of
the enemy in equipment the Polish Armies did
not have as yet a chance of making full use of
their skill and daring of manoeuvre. They are,
after all, fighting single-handed the largest
mechanized army in the world, supported by the
German Air Force, built at a cost of hundreds of
millions of pounds.

'But our resistance has not been broken.
Reserves are called in, the troops are occupying
new positions, and the fighting goes on. Many
foreigners who have the freedom of nations at
heart are joining the Polish ranks. Poland turned
a new leaf in recent European history, for Poland
was the first nation which dared to defy Hitler
and meet his attack with fire.